Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO)

Agenda for a Regular Meeting


CALAVERAS COUNTY 

LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING AND REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 18, 2025
Commissioners Present:

Gary Tofanelli, County Member, Acting Chair
Autumn Andahl, County Member Alternate
Scott Behiel, City Member
Michael Chimente, City Member Alternate
Kirk Smith, Special District Member
Jon Dashner, Special District Member Alternate

Anita Paque, Public Member
Commissioners Absent:

Amanda Folendorf, County Member
Tony Tyrrell, Special District Member

Ralph Copeland, Public Member Alternate


Staff Present:

John Benoit, Executive Officer
Diane Severud, LAFCo Clerk

Michael Colantuono, LAFCo Counsel via Zoom
Public Present:

Pamela Caronongan, City of Angels Administrator

Amy Augustine, City of Angels Planning Director

Amanda Ross

Jennifer Stephenson

Chair Tofanelli opened the special meeting at 5:00 PM

Roll Call and Pledge of Allegiance.

1. Public Comment.  There was no comment from the public.
2. Closed Session:  Personnel Matters (Section 54957(b)(1) Review and Discussion of Candidates for Executive Officer.  All, except Ms. Severud, adjourned to closed session in the Administrative Conference Room to review materials, interview candidates, have discussion and give direction to Staff and the Recruitment Committee.
3. Report Out of Closed Session.  There was no reportable action taken.

Acting Chair Tofanelli closed the Special Meeting at 6:25 PM.

Acting Chair Tofanelli opened the Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM.

4. Election of a Vice Chair for the Remainder of the Current Year.  Commissioner Smith nominated Commissioner Paque to fill the vacant office.
Motion:  Smith
Second:  Behiel
Ayes:  Tofanelli, Andahl, Behiel, Chimente, Smith and Paque 

Nayes:  None

Abstain: None

COMMISSIONER PAQUE WAS ELECTED TO SERVE AS THE VICE CHAIR FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE EXISTING TERM.

5. Public Comment.  There was no comment from the public.
6. Authorize Payment of Claims for July 2025.
Motion:  Smith
Second:  Chimente
Ayes:   Tofanelli, Andahl, Behiel, Chimente, Smith and Paque

Nayes:  None

Abstain:  None

THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS FOR JULY 2025 WAS APPROVED.
7. Conduct a Workshop Regarding the City of Angels Camp Municipal Service Review (MSR) and Sphere of Influence (SOI) and Consider Scheduling a Public Hearing on September 22, 2025.  Mr. Benoit reviewed the MSR and SOI received, stating that the last time it had been adopted was 2011.  He elaborated on aspects of the documents, informing the Commission that the City has a very detailed Capital Improvement Plan, outlined by department and service provided.  He noted that the most current audit needs to be included or at least noted.  He opined that more EMTs should be trained, and water supply improvements are currently underway.  There is a decrease in population which is not unusual, although there are currently 1,761 wastewater connections, of which 1,300 are residential.  The streets and roads are okay and there are no real financial deficiencies.  He recommends that the SOI remain as it is.  There was discussion regarding the last time the update was done and community members felt they were not notified of the Hearing.  City Staff assured the Commission that all steps will be taken to ensure all residents and businesses are notified adequately.
8. Conduct a Workshop Regarding the Veterans Memorial Districts Municipal Service Review (MSR) and Sphere of Influence (SOI) and Consider Scheduling a Public Hearing on September 22, 2025.  Mr. Benoit distributed a map of the Veterans Districts, noting that the MSR and SOI remain the same.  He added that these groups seem to be very community-minded and some even apply for grants.  The majority of their income is from property taxes.
9. Consider Nomination for an Award to be Given at the CALAFCo Annual Conference.  Mr. Benoit explained the various awards that can receive nominations and it was agreed that Commissioner Tyrrell should be nominated.
Motion:  Behiel
Second:  Smith
Ayes:  Tofanelli, Andahl, Behiel, Chimente, Smith and Paque

Nayes:  None

Abstain:  None

COMMISSIONER TYRRELL WILL BE NOMINATED FOR A CALAFCo AWARD AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE.
10. Executive Officer’s Report.  Mr. Benoit INFORMED THE Commission that the CALAFCo Staff have agreed to help him with the Conference registrations, as their website is not very user friendly.  He reminded the Commissioners to make their own travel and accommodation reservations.  Commissioner Paque added that the LAFCo 101 session is very valuable and should be attended by all.  Lastly, Mr. Benoit stated that there will be an amendment to the CCWD SOI for an annexation in Rancho Calaveras and an amendment to the MOU for the City of Angels on an upcoming agenda.
CHAIR TOFANELLI ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 7:33 PM.  
UPCOMING MEETINGS:  September 21, 2025; 6:00 PM REGULAR MEETING
DATE APPROVED:_____________

___________________
Gary Tofanelli, Chair
LAFCO Office Located at:  891 Mountain Ranch Road ... San Andreas, California  95249

Telephone:  209 754-6303 ... or 707 592-7528... Fax:  916 797-7631

Email lafco@co.calaveras.ca.us
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