
 

 

SB 606 (Hertzberg) Summary 
As Chaptered on 5/31/18 

 
Urban Water Use Objectives and Water Use Reporting Requirements: 
SB 606 requires the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) to adopt water efficiency regulations, outlines 
requirements for urban water suppliers, and specifies penalties for violations. The bill also 
requires annual calculation of the urban water use objective and annual reporting of the 
previous year’s water use that is consistent with the urban water use objective. The bill provides 
a bonus incentive, up to 15 percent, on top of the urban water use objective for the amount of 
potable reuse water delivered the previous year.   
 
SB 606 also revises specific provisions related to urban drought planning. Specifically, the bill: 

• Changes in requirements for urban water management plans; 
• Requires the adoption of a water shortage contingency plan (WSCP), which must include 

certain elements, annual drought risk assessment (drought risk assessment) procedures 
and standard water shortage levels; and 

• Requires urban water suppliers to conduct annual drought risk assessments and to 
submit an annual report to DWR. 

 
Urban Use Objectives 
SB 606 establishes urban water use objectives and reporting requirements for urban water 
suppliers by requiring an urban water supplier to calculate an aggregate urban water use 
objective each year for the previous calendar year by November 1, beginning November 1, 2023, 
and by November 1 every year after that. If an urban water supplier does not meet its water use 
objective, the bill authorizes the State Water Board to issue specified orders. Each urban water 
supplier’s urban water use objective will include the sum of aggregate estimated efficient indoor 
and outdoor residential water use, efficient outdoor irrigation of landscape areas with dedicated 
irrigation meters (or equivalent technology in connection with commercial, industrial, and 
institutional (CII) landscape area water use), efficient water losses, and water use in accordance 
with appropriate variances. The details of each of the standards used to calculate the urban 
water use objective are included in AB 1668. This bill authorizes urban retail water suppliers to 
use alternative data in calculating the urban water use objective. Urban water suppliers must 
demonstrate to DWR that the alternative data is equivalent or superior in quality and accuracy 
compared to the data provided by DWR. The bill requires an urban water supplier to submit a 
report to DWR no later than November 1, 2023, and by November 1 every year thereafter, that 
includes 1) the urban water use objective along with relevant supporting data, 2) the actual 
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urban water use along with appropriate supporting data, 3) documentation of the 
implementation of the performance measures for CII water use, and 4) a description of the 
progress made towards meeting the urban water use objective. 
 
Bonus Incentive 
SB 606 establishes a bonus incentive for potable reuse water equal to the volume delivered. The 
incentive will allow urban retail water suppliers that provide water from a groundwater basin, 
reservoir or another source that is augmented by potable reuse water to adjust its yearly urban 
water use objective by the bonus incentive. Urban retail water suppliers are eligible for a bonus 
of up to fifteen percent for any potable reuse water produced at an existing facility. The bonus 
incentive shall not exceed ten percent for any potable reuse water produced at any facility that 
does not 1) possess a certified environmental impact report (EIR), mitigated negative 
declaration (MND), or negative declaration (ND) on or before January 1, 2019, 2) begin 
producing and delivering potable reuse water on or before January 1, 2022, or 3) use 
microfiltration and reverse osmosis technologies to produce the potable reuse water. 
 
Reporting 
SB 606 authorizes the State Water Board to issue a regulation requiring wholesale water 
suppliers, urban retail water suppliers, or distributors of public water supply to submit 
information relating to water production, water use, or water conservation. By January 1, 2020, 
DWR, in coordination with the State Water Board, shall conduct necessary studies and 
investigations and provide recommendations to the Legislature, on the feasibility of developing 
and enacting water loss reporting requirements for urban wholesale water suppliers. By January 
10, 2024, the Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) is required to evaluate and report to the 
Legislature on the implementation of the urban water conservation standards and water use 
reporting requirements established by the bill. By January 1, 2026, the chair of State Water 
Board and director of DWR are required to appear before the appropriate policy committees of 
both houses and report on the implementation of urban water conservation standards and 
water use reporting. 
 
Enforcement 
The bill authorizes the State Water Board, on and after November 1, 2023, to issue 
informational orders pertaining to water production, water use, and water conservation to an 
urban water supplier that does not meet its urban water use objective. Informational orders are 
intended to obtain information on supplier activities, water production, and conservation efforts 
in order to identify technical assistance needs and assist urban water suppliers in meeting their 
urban water use objectives. The bill authorizes the State Water Board, on and after November 1, 
2024, to issue a written notice to an urban water supplier that does not meet its urban water 
use objective. The written notice may warn the urban water supplier that it is not fulfilling its 
urban water use objective and is not making adequate progress in achieving the urban water 
use objective, and may request that the urban water supplier address areas of concern in its 
next annual report. In deciding whether to issue a written notice, the State Water Board may 
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consider whether the urban water supplier has received an informational order, the degree to 
which the urban retail water supplier is not meeting its urban water use objective, information 
provided in the annual report, and actions the urban water supplier has implemented or will 
implement in order to help achieve its urban water use objective. Finally, the bill authorizes the 
State Water Board, on and after November 1, 2025, to issue a conservation order to an urban 
water supplier that does not meet its urban water use objective. A conservation order may 
consist of, but is not limited to, referral to DWR for technical assistance, requirements for 
education and outreach, requirements for local enforcement, and other efforts to assist urban 
retail water suppliers in meeting their urban water use objective. A conservation order may 
include requiring actions intended to increase water-use efficiency, but shall not curtail or 
otherwise limit the exercise of a water right and shall not require the imposition of civil liability 
according to section 377 of the Water Code. 
 
Miscellaneous 
The bill provides that an action of the State Water Board taken under the “Urban Water Use 
Objectives and Water Use Reporting” chapter will be exempt from California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) review provided that the action not involve relaxation of existing water 
conservation or water use standards. 
 
The bill provides that no provision of the “Urban Water Use Objectives and Water Use 
Reporting” chapter can be construed to 1) determine or alter water rights; that Sections 1010 
and 1011 of the water code apply to water conserved through implementation of this bill, 2) 
authorize the State Water Board to update or revise water use efficiency standards authorized 
by the “Urban Water Use Objectives and Water Use Reporting” chapter except as explicitly 
provided by this bill; authorization to update the standards beyond that expressly provided in 
this bill will require separate legislation, or 3) limit or otherwise affect the use of recycled water 
as seawater barriers for groundwater salinity management. 
 
The bill also expands local agency fining authority under Water Code section 377 to include 
violations of specific regulations adopted by the State Water Board related to the urban water 
use objective and emergency regulations. 
 
Urban Water Management Planning Act Revisions: 
SB 606 makes substantive revisions to the Urban Water Management Planning Act and the 
Water Shortage Contingency Plans (WSCPs) currently required under existing law. 
 
Overview of Revisions 
New requirements for urban water management plans (UWMPs) include that urban water 
suppliers provide simple descriptions of the reliability of its water supplies, the agency’s strategy 
for meeting its water needs, and other information necessary to provide a general 
understanding of the agency’s plan. UWMPs must contain a drought risk assessment that 
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examines water shortage risks for a drought that will last five years. The bill requires that 
UWMPs be updated and submitted to DWR by July 1, every five years, and incorporate updated 
and new information from the five years preceding the UWMP update. An urban water supplier 
is required to prepare, adopt, and periodically review WSCPs as part of its UWMP. In the UWMP 
due July 1, 2021, and in each update after that, data must be included to show whether the 
urban water supplier met the distribution loss standards enacted by the State Water Board. 
 
Urban Water Management Plans 
Urban water suppliers now have a duty to ensure that their UWMP include an assessment of the 
reliability of its water service to its customers during normal, dry, and multiple dry water years. 
The UWMP must also include a drought risk assessment to compare the total water supply 
sources available to the water supplier with the long-term total projected water use over the 
next 20 years, in five-year increments, for an average water year, a single dry water year, and a 
drought lasting five consecutive water years. By January 1, 2024, each urban retail water 
supplier shall adopt and submit to DWR a supplement to the adopted plan to meet a targeted 
20 percent reduction in per-capita urban water consumption by the year 2020 (2020 plan). The 
supplement must include information that describes the water demand management measures 
that the supplier plans to implement to achieve its urban water use objective. The bill specifies 
that the supplement is not an update or an amendment to the UWMP, so an urban water 
supplier is not required to comply with the public notice, hearing, and adoption requirements 
before submitting the information to the DWR. 
 
The bill requires that the UWMP due July 1, 2021, and in each update thereafter, shall include 
data to show whether the urban retail water supplier met the distribution loss standards 
enacted by the State Water Board. When updating a UWMP to submit to DWR, urban water 
suppliers are now required to include, in the description of their UWMPs, social and economic 
factors that affect their planning. The description shall also include the current and projected 
land uses within the existing or anticipated service area affecting the supplier’s UWMP. Urban 
water suppliers are required to coordinate with local or regional land use authorities to 
determine the most appropriate land use information and include land use information 
obtained from local or regional land use authorities, where appropriate. UWMPs must identify 
and quantify the existing and planned sources of water available to the supplier over the same 
five-year increments as the drought risk assessments, and provide supporting and related 
information that includes: 

1) A detailed discussion of anticipated supply availability under a normal water year, single 
dry year, and droughts lasting at least five years, as well as more frequent and severe 
periods of drought, as described in the drought risk assessment. For each source of 
water supply, consider any information pertinent to the reliability analysis that is 
conducted under current law, including changes in supply due to climate change 

2) When multiple sources of water supply are identified, a description of the management 
of each supply in correlation with the other identified supplies. 
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3)  For any planned sources of water supply, descriptions of the measures that are being 
undertaken to acquire and develop those water supplies. 

4) The distribution system water loss shall be quantified for each of the five years 
preceding the UWMP update. 

5) If groundwater is identified as an existing or planned source of water available to the 
supplier, all of the following information must also be included in the UWMP: 

a. The current version of any groundwater sustainability plan or adopted 
alternative and any groundwater management plan adopted by the urban water 
supplier, including plans adopted or any other specific authorization for 
groundwater management for basins underlying the urban water supplier’s 
service area.  

b. For a basin  that  has  not been adjudicated, information as to whether DWR has 
identified the basin as a high or medium priority basin in the most current 
official departmental bulletin that characterizes the condition of the 
groundwater basin. A detailed description of the efforts being undertaken by 
the urban water supplier to coordinate with groundwater sustainability agencies 
or groundwater management agencies to maintain or achieve sustainable 
groundwater conditions in accordance with a groundwater sustainability plan or 
adopted alternative. 

c. For an urban retail water supplier, quantify, to the extent records are available, 
past and current water use, over the same five-year increments as the drought 
risk assessments and projected water use, based upon the information required 
and developed in the UWMP description.   

 
Current law requires a description of the supplier’s water demand management measures. SB 
606 now requires a narrative, in the newly required supplement, that describes the water 
demand management measures that the supplier plans to implement to achieve its urban water 
use objective by January 1, 2027. UWMPs must also include information that the urban water 
supplier can readily obtain relating to the energy used to extract or divert, treat or convey to a 
treatment plant, distribute, or store water supplies. The bill states that the Legislature finds and 
declares that energy use is only one factor in water supply planning and shall not be considered 
independently of other factors. 
 
Annual Drought Risk Assessment Procedures 
Urban water suppliers must conduct an annual drought risk assessment and include information 
for anticipated shortage, triggered shortage response actions, compliance and enforcement 
actions, and communication actions consistent with their WSCP. Results from the assessment 
must be submitted to DWR.  
 
DWR must prepare and submit to the State Water Board, by June 1 of each year, a report 
summarizing the presented drought risk assessment results and appropriate, reported water 
shortage conditions developed by DWR. Information must also be included in the report 



SB 606 (Hertzberg) and AB 1668 (Friedman) Summary 

5/31/18 • Page 6  

regarding various shortage response actions implemented as a result of water budget forecast 
assessments for the State Water Board to determine if noncompliance enforcement is 
necessary. 
 
Water Shortage Contingency Plans 
Every urban water supplier shall prepare and adopt a WSCP as part of its UWMP. WSCPs must 
include 1) annual drought risk assessment procedures, 2) six standard water shortage levels, 3) 
shortage response actions, 4) communication protocols and procedures, 5) a description of legal 
authorities that empower the urban water supplier to implement and enforce its shortage 
response actions, and 6) a description of the financial consequences of, and response for, 
drought conditions, among other things. More detail is provided on several of these categories 
below. 
 
WSCPs must include the following criteria:  

1) Annual Drought Risk Assessment Procedures: An urban water supplier shall conduct an 
annual drought risk assessment on or before June 1 of each year and submit the 
assessment to DWR. An urban water supplier that relies on imported water from the 
State Water Project or the Bureau of Reclamation shall submit its annual drought risk 
assessment within 14 days of receiving its final allocations, or by June 1 of each year, 
whichever is later. The written decision-making process that an urban water supplier 
will use annually to determine water supply reliability must be included, along with key 
data inputs and assessment methodology used to evaluate the urban water supplier’s 
water supply reliability for the current year and one dry year, including all of the 
following: 

(i) Current year unconstrained demand, considering weather, growth, and 
other influencing factors, such as policies to manage current supplies to 
meet demand objectives in future years, as applicable. 

(ii) Current year available supply, considering hydrological and regulatory 
conditions in the current year and one dry year. The annual drought risk 
assessment may consider more than one dry year solely at the discretion of 
the urban water supplier. 

(iii) Existing infrastructure capabilities and plausible constraints. 
(iv) A defined set of locally applicable evaluation criteria that are consistently 

relied upon for each annual drought risk assessment. 
(v) A description and quantification of each source of water supply.  

2) Six Standard Water Shortage Levels: Urban water suppliers shall follow, where feasible 
and appropriate, the procedures in its WSCP and implement determined shortage 
response actions or reasonable alternative actions. Descriptions of the alternative 
actions must be submitted with the annual water shortage assessment report. Six 
standard water shortage levels corresponding to progressive ranges of up to 10, 20, 30, 
40, and 50 percent shortages and greater than 50 percent shortage. Urban water 
suppliers shall define these shortage levels based on the suppliers’ water supply 
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conditions, including percentage reductions in water supply, changes in groundwater 
levels, changes in surface elevation or level of subsidence, or other changes in 
hydrological or other local conditions indicative of the water supply available for use. 
Shortage levels shall also apply to catastrophic interruption of water supplies, including, 
but not limited to, a regional power outage, an earthquake, and other potential 
emergency events. 

(i) An urban water supplier with an existing WSCP that uses different water 
shortage levels may comply with the shortage level requirements by 
developing and including a cross-reference relating its existing categories to 
the six standard water shortage levels. 

(ii) An urban water supplier regulated by the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) 
shall include its most recent plan and WSCP as part of the supplier’s general 
rate case filings. 

3) Shortage Response Actions: Urban water suppliers must align with the defined shortage 
levels and include, at a minimum, all of the following and locally appropriate 1) supply 
augmentation actions, 2) demand reduction actions to adequately respond to shortages, 
3) operational changes, and 4) mandatory prohibitions against specific water use 
practices that are in addition to state-mandated prohibitions, and appropriate to local 
conditions. The bill requires that for each action, an estimate of the extent to which the 
gap between supplies and demand will be reduced by implementation of the action. The 
bill also requires the governing body of a distributor of a public water supply to declare 
a water shortage emergency condition whenever it finds that the ordinary demands and 
requirements of water consumers cannot be satisfied without depleting the water 
supply of the distributor to the extent that there would be no water for human 
consumption, sanitation, and fire protection. 

4) Communication Protocols and Procedures: Urban water suppliers must make WSCPs 
available to inform customers, the public, interested parties, and local, regional, and 
state governments regarding any current or predicted shortages determined by the 
annual drought risk assessment. Any shortage response actions triggered, or anticipated 
to be triggered by the annual drought risk assessment, must also be made available to 
all parties and stakeholders. The bill also revises the funding restrictions on non-
compliant water agencies to match that which applies to the agricultural water 
management plans outlined in AB 1668. The bill makes an urban water supplier 
ineligible to receive any water grant or loan unless the urban water supplier complies 
with the requirements relating to UWMPs. 

5) Descriptions of the Legal Authorities: Must empower the urban water supplier to 
implement and enforce its shortage response actions that may include, but are not 
limited to: 

(i) Statutory authorities, ordinances, resolutions, and contract provisions. 
(ii) A statement that an urban water supplier shall declare a water shortage 

emergency. 
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(iii) A statement that an urban water supplier shall coordinate with any city or 
county within which it provides water supply services for the possible 
proclamation of a local emergency. 

6) A Description of the Financial Consequences: Must include responses for drought 
conditions, including, but not limited to, descriptions of all of the following: 

(i) Potential revenue reductions and expense increases associated with 
activated shortage response actions. 

(ii) Mitigation actions needed to address revenue reductions and expense 
increases associated with activated shortage response actions. 

(iii) Cost of compliance. 
 
WSCPs must include monitoring and reporting requirements and procedures that ensure 
appropriate data is collected, tracked, and analyzed for purposes of monitoring customer 
compliance and to meet state reporting requirements. Urban water suppliers shall also 
reevaluate and explore improvement procedures for monitoring and evaluating the functionality 
of the WSCP to ensure shortage risk tolerance is adequate, and appropriate water shortage 
mitigation strategies are implemented as needed. For purposes of developing the WSCP, an 
urban water supplier shall analyze and define water features that are artificially supplied with 
water, including ponds, lakes, waterfalls, and fountains, separately from swimming pools and 
spas. 

The bill states the intent of the Legislature that, upon proclamation by the Governor of a state of 
emergency under the California Emergency Services Act based on drought conditions, the State 
Water Board defer to the implementation of locally adopted WSCPs to the extent practicable. 
This bill will not prohibit an urban water supplier from taking actions not specified in its WSCP, if 
needed, without having to formally amend its UWMP or WSCP. Further, urban water suppliers 
are required to make the WSCP, no later than 30 days after adoption, available to its customers 
as well as any city or county in which it provides water supplies, and if an urban water supplier 
revises its WSCP, a copy of the updated version must be submitted to DWR no later than 30 
days after adoption. 

AB 1668 Contingency and Implementation: 
The bill includes language that the enactment and implementation of SB 606 are contingent 
upon the enactment of AB 1668 (Friedman). 
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AB 1668 (Friedman) Summary 
As Chaptered on 5/31/18 

 
Urban Water Use Objectives and Water Use Reporting Requirements: 
AB 1668 establishes urban water use objectives, which encompass standards and reporting 
requirements for indoor and outdoor residential use, commercial, industrial, and institutional 
(CII) landscape areas, water losses, and other unique local uses and situations that have a 
material effect on an urban water supplier’s total water use. The bill requires the State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to coordinate with Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) to recommend and adopt long-term standards for efficient water use, as well 
as conduct studies and investigations to report to the Legislature. 
 
How the Urban Water Use Objective is Calculated 
AB 1668 details the provisions included in the urban water use objective while SB 606 provides 
how the urban water use objective is calculated.  Each urban water supplier’s urban water use 
objective will include the sum of aggregate estimated efficient indoor and outdoor residential 
water use, efficient outdoor irrigation of landscape areas with dedicated irrigation meters (or 
equivalent technology in connection with CII landscape area water use), efficient water losses, 
water use in accordance with appropriate variances, and, where allowed, the potable reuse 
bonus incentive.  The estimated efficient water use for each segment uses the standards defined 
in or directed to be developed by the State Water Board and DWR pursuant to AB 1668. 
 
Indoor Residential Water Use Standards, Studies and Reporting Requirements 
Once enacted, the bill sets the initial standard to 55 of gallons per capita daily (gpcd) for indoor 
residential water use. Beginning January 1, 2025, the standard for indoor residential water use 
will become 52.5 gpcd, and beginning January 1, 2030, the standard will decline to 50 gpcd. The 
bill requires that DWR and the State Water Board conduct studies, investigations, and 
recommends to the Legislature a standard for indoor residential water use that more 
appropriately reflects best practices for indoor residential water use than the criteria currently 
outlined in the bill. The indoor standard will be the greater of the recommendation or the 
statutorily provided gpcd. A report on the results of the studies and investigations is required to 
be made to the chairpersons of the relevant policy committees of each house of the Legislature 
by January 1, 2021. The studies and investigations must include an analysis of the benefits and 
impacts of how the changing standard for indoor residential water use will affect water and 
wastewater management, including potable water usage, wastewater, recycling and reuse 
systems, infrastructure, operations, and supplies. The studies and investigations must include 
collaboration with, and input from, a broad group of stakeholders.  
 
Outdoor Residential & CII Water Use Standards, Studies and Reporting Requirements 
The bill requires that DWR recommend, and the State Water Board adopt, long-term standards 
for outdoor residential water use and CII landscape areas with dedicated irrigation meters or 
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other means of calculating outdoor irrigation use. Both outdoor residential water use and CII 
landscape area standards shall be included to incorporate the principles of the model water 
efficient landscape ordinance (MWELO) by May 20, 2021. The tenets of MWELO are defined to 
include but are not limited to, evapotranspiration adjustment factors, landscape areas, 
maximum applied water allowance, reference evapotranspiration, and special landscape areas 
including the provisions governing evapotranspiration adjustment factors for different types of 
water used for irrigation. For residential outdoor water use, the standards adopted by the State 
Water Board will apply to irrigable lands and swimming pools/spas; ornamental water features 
shall be analyzed separately. The bill requires that DWR conduct pilot projects or studies before 
recommending standards to ensure that the data provided to local agencies is accurate for the 
data’s uses, and considers California’s diverse landscapes and community characteristics.  
 
AB 1668 also requires, by June 30, 2022, that DWR and the State Water Board adopt 
performance measures for CII water use that are consistent with the October 21, 2013 “Report 
to the Legislature” by the CII Task Force. These performance measures are not included in the 
urban water use objective and must exclude provisions related to “process water,” as defined in 
the bill. Before the recommendations for performance measures for CII water use, DWR is 
required to solicit broad public participation from stakeholders. The law also requires the State 
Water Board, in coordination with DWR, to adopt long-term standards for the efficient use of 
water by June 30, 2022, for outdoor residential water use, outdoor irrigation of landscape areas 
with dedicated irrigation meters in connection with CII water use, and a volume for water loss. 
 
Water Loss 
For purposes of the urban water use objective, AB 1668 provides that the water loss standards 
set by the State Water Board under SB 555 (Chapter 679, Statutes of 2015) will be the standards 
used in the urban water use objective calculation. 
 
Variances for Water Use Objectives and Unique Uses  
By October 1, 2021, the bill requires that DWR recommend, and the State Water Board adopt, 
variances for unique uses that can affect an urban retail water supplier’s urban water use 
objective. Examples of variances for unique uses include, but are not limited to, significant: 
populations of horses and other livestock, fluctuations in seasonal populations, use of water for 
soil compaction and dust control, use of water to supplement ponds and lakes to sustain 
wildlife, use of water to irrigate vegetation for fire protection, and use of water for commercial 
or noncommercial agricultural use.  
 
Data Sharing and Reporting  
The bill also requires that DWR and the State Water Board analyze opportunities to streamline 
data reporting, as well as how agencies can integrate various data sets in publicly accessible 
locations. The bill requires DWR, in coordination with the State Water Board, to conduct 
necessary studies and investigations and recommend, no later than October 1, 2021, guidelines 
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and methodologies for DWR to adopt that identify how an urban retail water supplier calculates 
its urban water use objective. 
 
Fines for Violations 
The bill authorizes the State Water Board, after November 1, 2027, to impose fines for violating 
regulations adopted to implement the provisions of AB 1668. The fines are required to be up to 
$1,000 for each day that the violation occurs. If the violation occurs during a critical water year 
of a multi-year drought or a governor declared drought emergency, the fine could go up to 
$10,000 per day of violation. 
 
Agricultural Water Management Planning Act Revisions and Water Use Objectives: 
Overview of Revisions 
AB 1668 revises the Agricultural Water Management Planning Act and establishes agricultural 
water use objectives and reporting requirements. The bill requires an agricultural management 
plan (AWMP) to 1) quantify measures to increase the efficiency of agricultural water use 
efficiency, 2) include an annual water budget, 3) describe the agricultural water supplier’s water 
management strategy with specified elements, and 4) include a drought plan describing the 
actions of the agricultural water supplier for drought preparedness and management of water 
supplies and allocations during drought conditions.  
 
Fines for Failure to Comply and Update AWMPs  
The bill requires DWR to review each AWMP. DWR may coordinate its review with the 
Department of Food and Agriculture (DFA) and the State Water Board. DWR must notify an 
agricultural water supplier if DWR determines that actions are required to comply with the 
requirements of the bill or if a supplier fails to update its AWMP. DWR is authorized to take 
corrective actions and may assess a fine of $1,000 per day, not to exceed $25,000, if an 
agricultural water supplier withholds data necessary for the preparation or completion of a plan. 
 
Reporting Requirements 
DWR, in consultation with the State Water Board, must submit a report to the Legislature on the 
agricultural efficient water management practices that have been implemented and are planned 
to be executed by December 31, 2021. The report shall include an assessment of the manner in 
which the implementation of efficient water management practices has affected and how it will 
affect agricultural operations, including estimated water use efficiency improvements.  
 
Small Water Supplier and Rural Community Requirements: 
Identification and Recommendations 
AB 1668 requires DWR, by January 1, 2020, in consultation with the State Water Board and 
other relevant stakeholders, to identify small water suppliers and rural communities that may 
be at risk of drought and water shortage vulnerability. The bill also requires DWR to propose to 
the Governor and the Legislature, by January 1, 2020, recommendations and guidance regarding 
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the development and use of countywide drought contingency plans to address drought planning 
for the identified small water suppliers and rural communities. The recommendations shall 
include 1) assessment of drought vulnerability, 2) actions to reduce drought vulnerability, 3) 
response, financing, and local communication and outreach planning efforts that may be 
implemented in times of drought, 4) data needs and reporting, and lastly, 5) the roles and 
responsibilities of interested parties and coordination with other relevant water management 
planning efforts. 
 
Definitions: 
The bill defines the following for purposes of the standards set forth in SB 606: 
 
Large landscape: means a nonresidential landscape as described in the performance measures 
for CII water use. 

Performance measures: means actions to be taken by urban retail water suppliers that will 
result in increased water use efficiency by CII water users. Performance measures may include, 
but are not limited to, educating CII water users on best management practices, conducting 
water use audits, and preparing water management plans. Performance measures do not 
include process water. 

Process water: means water used by industrial water users for producing a product or product 
content or water used for research and development. Process water includes, but is not limited 
to, continuous manufacturing processes, and water used for testing, cleaning, and maintaining 
equipment. Water used to cool machinery or buildings used in the manufacturing process or 
necessary to maintain product quality or chemical characteristics for product manufacturing or 
control rooms, data centers, laboratories, clean rooms, and other industrial facility units that are 
integral to the manufacturing or research and development process is process water. Water 
used in the manufacturing process that is necessary for complying with local, state, and federal 
health and safety laws, and is not incidental water, is process water. Process water does not 
mean incidental water uses. 
 
SB 606 Contingency and Implementation: 
The bill includes language that the enactment and implementation of AB 1668 are contingent 
upon the enactment of SB 606 (Hertzberg). 
 


